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“This is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light.”"—JoHN 3: 19. 

“And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but ncw commandeth 
all men every where to repent.”—Acts 17: 30. 
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THE REDEMPTION OF ZION. 


A Discourse DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE, SALT LAKE Ciry, 
NOVEMBER 7TH, BY PRESIDENT LORENZO SNow. 


BRETHREN and sisters, I will read a few verses embraced in the sixty- 
third section of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants: 


“And now, behold, this is the will of the Lord your God concerning His 
Saints, that they should assemble themselves together unto the land of 
Zion, not in haste, lest there should be confusion, which bringeth pestilence. 

“Behold, the land of Zion, I, the Lord, holdeth it in mine own hand; 

“Nevertheless, I, the Lord, rendereth unto Cesar the things which are 


gars; 

“Wherefore, I, the Lord, willeth that you should purchase the lands 
that you may have advantage of the world, that you may have claim on 
the world, that they may not be stirred up unto anger; 

“For Satan putteth it into their hearts to anger against you, and to the 
shedding of blood; 

“Wherefore, the land of Zion shall not be obtained but by purchase or 
by blood, otherwise there is none inberitance for you. 

“And if by purchase, behold you are blessed ; 

“And if by blood, as you are forbidden to shed blood, lo, your enemies 
are upon you, and ye shall be scourged from city to city, and from syna- 
gogue to synagogue; and but a few shall stand to receive an inheritance. 


These words were spoken of the Lord to Joseph the Prophet in 1831. 

Now the time is fast approaching when a large portion of the people 
I am now addressing will go back to Jackson county. A great many 
people that are now dwelling in the State of Utah will have this privilege. 
Whether I, President Cannon, President Smith, or all the brethren of the 
Twelve will go back I know not. But a large portion of the Latter-day 
Saints that now dwell in these valleys will go back to Jackson county to 
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build a holy city to the Lord, as was decreed by Jehovah and revealed 
through Joseph Smith. 

A word or two about Joseph Smith. Perhaps there are very few men 
now living who were so well acquainted with Joseph Smith the Prophet as 
I was, I was with him oftentimes. I visited him in his family, sat at his 
table, associated with him under various circumstances, and had private 
interviews with him for counsel]. I know that Joseph Smith was a Prophet 
of God; I know that he was an honorable man, a moral man, and that he 
had the respect of those who were acquainted with him. The Lord has 
shown me most clearly and completely that he was a Prophet of God, and 
that he held the Holy Priesthood and the authority to baptize people for 
the remission of their sins, and to lay hands upon them for the reception 
of the Holy Ghost, that they might receive a knowledge themselves in 
relation to these things. I am one that has received from the Lord the 
strongest revelation concerning the truth of this work. That manifesta- 
tion was with me powerfully for hours and hours, and whatever circum- 
stances may occur in my life, as long as memory lasts this perfect know- 
ledge will remain with me. I shall never forget the first time I saw Joseph 
Smith. It was in Father Johnson’s house, in the township of Hiram, in 
the State of Ohio, about twenty-five miles from Kirtland. It was near 
Father Johnson’s where the mob tarred and feathered him. When 1 saw 
him he was standing in the doorway. Before him was a small bowery 
occupied by about a hundred and fifty or two hundred men and women. 
There for the first time I heard his voice. When | heard his testimony in 
regard to what the Lord had revealed to him, it seemed to me that he 
must be an honest man. He talked and looked like an honest man. He 
was an honest man. , 

Through this man, Joseph Smith, the Lord has said to us what I have 
been reading. As some of the brethren stated in their addresses here, I 
think that there was need of a reformation among the Latter-day Saints. 
I believe that that reformation has already commenced. One of the 
evidences of this to me is that the Latter-day Saints throughout all the 
Stakes of Zion have done that which they never did before in regard to 
paying their tithing. They have paid twice the amount of tithing this 
year and last year than they paid two years ago. It is wonderful how the 
Saints have reformed in this duty, especially in view of the fact that the 
Latter-day Saints have always had trouble to reform themselves in money 
matters. They could not do it in the day in which this revelation was 
given. Joseph tried to develop them so that they would conform to the 
law of consecration, which is in advance of the law of tithing, and is a 
principle which, as sure as [ am speaking, you and I will one day have to 
conform to. When that day comes we will be prepared to go to Zion. We 
will not take possession of the land of Zion by force. If we should do, it 
would turn out to us as it did with the people who were upon the land of 
Zion when this revelation was given. As the Lord here tells us, there are 
only two ways in which we can come into possession of that land. One 
way is by purchase, “and if by purchase, behold you are blessed.” The 
other way is by blood, “and if by blood, as you are forbidden to shed 
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blood, lo, your enemies are upon you, and ye shall be scourged from city to 
city, and from synagogue to synagogue, and but few shal! stand to receive 
an inheritance.” These are the words of God. They did not come to us 
to-day, nor yesterday, nor last year, but they did come to the people of 
God some years ago. They came to the Latter-day Saints who were upon 
the land of Zion at that time. I do not know that it would be right to 
say that they are of more importance to us than they were to them. But 
there is this about it: The Latter-day Saints in these valleys have had an 
experience that the Saints then did not have. We have learned that 
which they did not learn. They were badly persecuted and driven forth 
from the land-of Zion, and as the revelation says, “but few shall stand to 
receive an inheritance.” There are some, perhaps, within the sound of my 
voice who will receive an inheritance in Jackson county before they pass 
into the next life. 

I have not heard at any previous Conference such talk as has been given 
to the Latter-day Saints at this Conference. It is talk that bears upon 
it reformation and preparation. When we think of the wonderful re- 
formation that has been accomplished in the matter of tithing, it is a 
manifestation that a grand preparation is coming. Do you suppose that 
the Lord would ever send you and me back to Jackson county until He 
could feel perfectly assured that we would do those things which the 
people of Jackson county failed to do for lack of experience and faith? 
Jackson county is the place, the point that we should have continually in 
view. A brother the other day said that he had a thousand dollars, and 
he was keeping it to purchase land in Jackson county, as soon as it would 
be proper to do so. 

We cannot consider ourselves prepared, however, to go back to Jackson 
county when we fail to pay our tithing. Ido not wish to say very much 
about tithing, for I think I have said enough. In the settlements that we 
traveled through coming from St. George, I talked very strongly about it, 
because I knew it was a command of the Lord that the people should re- 
pent and reform from the great neglect that we had all been guilty of 
more or less. I felt determined about it then with all my heart and soul, 
and I did not know but that the Saints might think I was going a little 
too far. To ease their minds upon this I told them that I should never 
come again to talk to them as | talked at that time; but I said they must 
do what they had been told if they calculated to be Latter-day Saints. 
The reformation in this line has been effectual There are some, I am told, 
that do not think it right to pay tithing. That need not surprise anybody. 
But the great mass of the people are doing well in regard to this. 

Let us all exercise faith for the Lord to open the way that we may go 
back to Jackson county. A short time ago something occurred in this 
connection that was a little extraordinary. Two men came here—good, 
honest men, as I have every reason to believe—and to our surprise they 
wanted to establish a union between the Latter-day Saints and the 
Josephites. We asked them to explain themselves. They said they had 
received a revelation that the time had now come to build a Temple in 
Jackson county, and in order that this might be accomplished they had 
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felt it was their duty to go to the Josephites. They do not believe in the 
Josephites any more than we do; but they went there and had a con- 
versation with the President and council of the Josephites. It was pro- 
posed that they send four of their Elders, that we send four of our Elders, 
and that the Hedrickites (to which body these two men belonged) have 
four of their Elders, and that all these Elders should meet on the land of 
Zion and see if they could not make some arrangement by which the 
Temple could be built. Of course, we could see very well that there was 
no use trying in that direction; but they seemed to have faith that it could 
be effected. In part these men may have had a manifestation. I believe 
that they were about right on the point that the time had arrived to build 
a Temple; at least, the time is arriving when that Temple should be built; 
but it will not be built by that class of people. It will be built by the 
Latter-day Saints in connection with the Lamanites. 

God bless you, my brethren and sisters, and let us try and be as perfect 
as we possibly can be from day to day. No religion has in it such pros- 
pects as has the religion of the Latter-day Saints. Nothing was ever 
introduced to man equal to it in its grand and glorious advantages. We 
enjoy our religion to such an extent as to be happy most all the time. 
We should never allow ourselves to get into a position where we cannot 
secure some happiness. The prospects that have been opened up to us 
are grand. Inthe next life we will have our bodies glorified and free from 
sickness and death. Nothing is so beautiful as a person in a resurrected 
and glorified condition. There is nothing more lovely than to be in this 
condition, and have our wives and children and friends with us. So long 
as we are faithful nothing can prevent us from getting all the enjoyment 
that can be secured through prospects of this kind. Whether we are in 
prison, or whether we are in poverty, these prospects are always before us 
if we live our religion. Now, brethren and sisters, be faithful, keep the 
commandments of God, and do not forget the teachings that you have had 
during the three days of this conference. Amen. 
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THE RELIGION or WOMEN, 


THERE is a well-known proverb, which implies that a woman is at the 
bottom of every difficulty that surrounds the hapless man. Although not 
a very gallant sentiment, it certainly witnesses to the fact of the tremend- 
ous influence woman has on human destiny. This must be acknowledged 
if we consider some of the disastrous results of feminine influence. We do 
not suppose Adam would ever have had a qualm of conscience or of 
stomach had he not been enticed into listening to Eve about that un- 
fortunate apple. Samson, again, would not have lost his strength and 
degraded his manhood had he not been fool enough to let Delilah persuade 
him to have his hair cut. Would not Antony have been a better and 
wiser man but for the seductions of Cleopatra? And this influence is 
exerted over religious as well as mundane affairs. For we take it that it 
is woman who implants in man’s breast the religious instinct. She is the 
builder of his faith, and this influence is dominant and far-reaching. There 
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may be in a man’s heart, after rough struggles with the world, a decline of 
faith. He may know little about dogmas and creeds, or be absolutely 
indifferent if there be thirty-nine or three hundred and ninety-nine articles 
of religion. Be this as it may, yet the fact remains that whatever dim 
remnant of religious faith is left with him is the result of the mother’s 
teaching in those far-off nursery days, when the little, white-robed figure 
kneeling by his mother’s side was taught the first principles of our faith 
in the Divine Fatherhood, and the tenderness of the man Christ. All else 
may have vanished, but in the deep recesses of his being the man may, in 
some vague, misty way, remember that simple teaching which he learnt 
from his mother’s lips. 

For this reason, then, the responsibilities of women are great. If the 
faith of coming generations is to be built by them, surely they ought to be 
alive to the fact, and use every effort to build on a firm and sure foundation. 
It is for this reason we see with alarm that in the sentiments and views 
expressed by many women writers of our time there is a distinct tendency 
to unbelief, if not of mere negation, certainly of a flippant, irreverent 
spirit, which is the first step toward freethinking and agnostic sentiments. 
We live in an age of doubt; unbelief seems coming in like a flood-tide, 
threatening to sweep away all the old landmarks. Women are caught in this 
current, and appear to be drifting towards a sea of doubt, on which their 
restless souls are tossed like flotsam and jetsam on the surging tide. We 
do not think this too sweeping an assertion, when we consider the drift of 
some of the religious views expressed by women of the day in their writings. . 
There is in many of them a distinct tendency towards infidelity. This 
unbelief is probably the result of two influences which affect men and 
women in these in- de siecle times—restlessness and excitement. 

Men and women are restive of the dull, ordinary, commonplace monotony 
of everyday existence. Hence they wish to cut themselves adrift from 
the old fashioned moorings of conventionality, orthodoxy and restraint. 
This, Max Nordau says in his “Degeneration,” “means a practical eman- 
cipation from traditional discipline. To the voluptuary it ineans unbridled 
lewdness, the unchaining of the beast in man; to the believer it means the 
repudiation of dogma, the negation of a supersensuous world, the descent 
into flat phenomenalism.” These are signs of the times, and are especially 
noticeable among the strange phenomena of this end of the century. Then 
again, men and women are craving for excitement. They run here and 
there, and are not satisfied; their restless souls desire some fresh sensation, 
so they listen to the nostrums that the last new quack advertises in the 
market-place. All this restlessness and excitement may be the result of 
the high pressure under which we are living, and is the cause of much of 
the hysteria and mental degeneration we find among us. These two 
influences must of necessity affect women very largely, for with their 
emotional temperaments and hypersensitive natures in many cases, they 
are more inclined to become neurotic and nerve-shattered than men. 
Therefore the religion of women must be, to a large extent, affected by 
these influences. The restlessness produces in them a desire for novelty ; 
hence they are induced to run after any new teacher, more especially if he 
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offers some fresh and strange doctrine. Among simple and uneducated 
natures it may be the excitement and hysteria of the Salvation Army 
method, appealing with its rugged fierceness and morbid sensationalism to 
rough and uneducated minds; or it may be the mystic phenomena of 
Madame Blavatsky’s strange theory of Theosophy, which appeals more to 
the cultured and refined. The emotional religionist has had the same crav- 
ing for excitement as the dram-drinker—both need stimulants, both require 
the senses gratified. Hence it is to be observed that any form of religion 
which provides for its adherents a gratification of the senses appeals most 
forcibly to women, who, on account of their temperament, are more 
receptive of sensuous excitement. Thus the extravagances of Ritualism, 
or the superstitious phenomena of Roman Catholicism, appeal with over- 
whelming force to the feminine mind. On the other hand, excitement 
and restlessness produce a different effect in women of more robust minds 
and greater logical capacity, inasmuch as they create a disposition to shake 
off the trammels of any religious faith, the result of which is the decidedly 
agnostic sentiment which is to be found in the writings of many of the 
women of our time. Englishwoman. 


—— — 


OUR MATERIAL DESTINY. 


Sar Laxe Crry will, in all probability, become a large railroad center. 
It was a mistake on the part of the then Central Pacific, when the road 
from the coast met the Union Pacific in Utah, that the route suggested by 
President Brigham Young was not followed, instead of the circuitous line 
now in operation round the north end of the Great Salt Lake. He advised 
cutting across the country at the south end of the lake. 

It appears that the Southern Pacific, as it is now called, has come to 
understand the blunder that was made, and now proposes to remedy it, in 
part, by building a cut off from Ogden by the way of the promontory. 
That will shorten the line considerably, and bring other advantages, but 
the plan projected by President Young was the right one, and it is not yet 
too late to adopt it. 

In any case this city will become the connecting point with other roads. 
The Salt Lake and Los Angeles road will be built at some time, sure. Its 
Utah terminus will be in this city. The people here will not lose the. 
advantages that are offered them, by refusing the necessary terminal 
facilities and rights of way. They may differ as to the exact spot for 
depot grounds, but wil] doubtless settle upon some plan to secure the 
terminus of the road, and make such grants as can be legally effected. 

The Burlington line is certainly heading in this direction. The letting 
of a contract for 175 miles westward from Guernsey, Wyoming, is more 
than a straw in the wind from the east. Salt Lake City is the objective 
point. Here connection will be made with the roads running to the 
Pacific coast. Where the Burlington will find terminal facilities does not 
yet appear; but it would seem to be good policy on the part of this city, to 
plan for a centralization of all the railway depots, whether the lines come 
from the east or the west, the north or the south. The spot most suitable 
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for this we are not prepared to designate; but all the signs point to the 
destiny of Salt Lake as a railroad center, with trains running in the 
directions mentioned, and bringing us into direct touch with the great 
commercial entrepots, and affording quick transportation to and from the 
Atlantic and the Pacific oceans. 

To bring about this desirable consummation, all parties ought to work 
in harmony, and reasonable inducements should be held out to the com- 
panies engaged in enterprises looking to Salt Lake as the uniting and 
distributing points for their roads. The possibilities opened in the con- 
templation of the future of this city are of immense importance and 
magnitude, and we ought not to close our eyes to our glorious destiny, nor 
narrow our souls to a niggardly policy in view of the coming greatness 
and glory. 

Welcome to all the railroads, and telegraphs, and telephones, and every 
other improvement of the age! We want them all, and recognize the 
wonder-working hand of Providence in every development of science and 
art, and the utilization of the forces of the universe, for they are all in the 
direction of human progress, and the ushering in of the era of universal 
brotherhood, intelligence and peace.— Deseret News. 


LovE oF THE BEAUTIFUL.—There is no merit in ugliness; there is no piety 
in melancholy or moroseness. On the contrary, a large element in every 
real virtue is cheerfulness; and holiness is inseparable from the intrinsic- 
ally beautiful. There is great power for good in the beauty which God 
has enabled us to find or to produce, and we may use this power for 
blessing men sometimes to a degree far beyond our ability to help them 
with clothing and food. Learn this lesson which the Master teaches. 
Give the beauty and freshness of your lives to the Lord. Cherish high 
ideals, and embody them in beautiful actions. Let your enthusiasm play 
out freely; though Judases may reprove and sordid men may talk of 
waste, the Master will commend. Be glad if in any way you can give a 
perfume to the life of men, and infuse beauty into their tedious drudgery. 
Make a true consecration of all your finest faculties to the service of your 
fellowmen in the spirit of Christ, and there will be place for all, and life 
thus transformed into service will fill the homes and hearts of those about 
you with fragrance, as Mary’s offering filled the supper-room at Bethany 
with perfume that lingers still. Cristian Register. 


Vistrors FROM NEW ZEALAND.—Hon. George Smith, ex-member of the 
parliament of New Zealand, has been in Salt Lake City the guest of Bishop 
Isaac Barton, of the Nineteenth ward, to whom the distinguished visitor 
presented a letter of introduction from the Premier of New Zealand, Hon. 
R. J. Seddon. Mr. Smith was shown the sights of the city and introduced 
to numerous State, city and county officials, then left for San Francisco 
on his way home. He expressed himself as highly delighted with Salt Lake 
City, and was surprised to find it such an up-to-date place. 


I wave lived to thank God that all my prayers have not been answered.” 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1900. 


A MISSION OF WORK. 


Tux Gospel of Jesus Christ in this age, as in the first age, involves a vast 
amount of work; indeed, it may be said that its essential genius is and 
means work, whatsoever our standpoint may be. Its requirements are of 
such a character that an idle man seems out of place, if by accident such 
an one should become associated with it; even as to the temporal things of 
life the necessity of labor is insisted upon, for industry is one of the 
cardinal virtues, and it is well understood that “if a man will not work, 
neither shall he eat.” 

This in connection with the gathering is of great importance, for the 
land reserved for this purpose during many ages, demanded men of indus- 
try, men who loved toil, men who comprehended its dignity and power. No 
idler could have sustained himself in the desert, no community could have 
become a power had they not understood the potency of work; by it those 
who believed have redeemed the desert, “the wilderness has been made 
glad for them,” and no more signal triumph has sprung from persistent 
effort than is presented by the people who have made Utah what it is; its 
hamlets and towns, its farms and orchards, its schoolhouses and churches, 
its homes and business marts are the unmistakable evidences that work is 
one of the magicians whose touch is the spirit of bounding life. No man 
will ever be able to compute the master strokes of a determined com- 
munity possessed of this idea, that work can change or redeem a world, if 
intelligently applied, if an understood purpose but moves the willing hand. 

The unknown, unappreciated pioneer meant to build a nation, nay, a 
series of nations, an overruling providence inspired the grand concep- 
tion, and blessed the mighty effort, and yet this primitive leaven is destined 
to leaven the whole lump. This work was on the line of miracles, for on- 
lookers laughed to scorn the dreams of men deemed half insane, “not even 
bread was possible in the Rocky Mountains,” for, so they said, those 
sceptical trappers who knew not the potency of work, and still less of that 
inspiration which was the mother of faith. 

These pioneers were, as a rule, men and women of brain, they did some 
heavy thinking for themselves; they were no man’s tools. They had been 
baptized in mental conflict, comparison was their everyday life, they had 
analyzed the thought of the religious world, the traditions of the fathers 
and the creeds of the churches. Many a mental struggle, many a day of 
mental activity had been needed to give them independence; but they 
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acquired it in the realms of thought, as they had acquired it from a barren— 
an inhospitable soil. These pioneers in mental toil, quite beyond their 
times or comprehension, as the world had concluded, were the exemplars 
of every nation; no man’s tpse diæit had exclusive power over them, they 
were seekers after liberty and truth, and in that search they queried and 
developed an acumen which surprised themselves, and was deemed pre- 
sumptuous by the world. In harmony with these conceptions of the need 
for individual thought, they have multiplied school-houses and educational 
institutions for over a thousand miles, where the wildest dreams of or- 
dinary man would have declared it an impossibility for generations yet to 
come, and this feature of mental push and strain is becoming intensified in 
their posterity, whose motto declares that “the glory of God is intelligence.” 

In the strange domain of religion these same people have demonstrated an 
intensity of devotion and conclusion which has laid bare the insignificance 
of creed and catechism. Their unwillingness to relegate their thought 
in this direction to salaried officials, and “blind leaders of the blind,” has 
made them a power in the land; incidentally, they have called in question 
the polemics and theology of ages, divines and ministers have had to hear 
their tireless remonstrance against error, tradition and custom. And 
without hesitation they have preferred the records of sacred history in 
preference to the assertions of any sect or school. The leadership and 
authority of the Nazarene has counted more to them than the commentary 
of any M. A., B. A., or even a Doctor of Divinity,” and they have concluded 
righteously that truth needs no Doctors, and that neither a “Bachelor ok 
Arts” or “Master of Arts is needed to promulgate the simple, unmystified 
doctrines of Christ. 

These pioneers in religious research have escaped from the dogmas of 
schools, the truth hath made them free. They are unique in this respect, 
and they have proved—by work in searching conclusions, and by work in 
promulgation, that “the secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him,” 
“My Father worketh hitherto, and I work,” and they are apt disciples and 
subjects of both. Their religious history, written and unwritten, is a 
record of toil, a volume of sacrifice, as was their history in physical and 
mental, and they will trinmph in the former as they have done in the latter. 
The leaven they have used in this is permeating the religious institutions 
of mankind, or in the Christian world at least; they are the heralds of a 
new dispensation, they invite the world to mark the potency of religious 
fervor and the power of divine truth. Near two thousand unsalaried 
missionaries in the field tell a story that all can understand; their un- 
stinted testimony leaves its impress on the souls of thoughtful men, and 
every one engaged is assured that all success is the product of true faith, 
and among the evidences of divine recognition. 

This was the basic power in the colonization of the desert. It led to the 
building of homes and the founding of cities, it saw dimly how “a nation” 
might be “born in a day,” with all the appliances of health and work. 
It saw how all that institutions of learning had the power to do for intellect 
and education. It meant school-houses, academies, colleges and univer- 
sities, it meant teachers and professors as well as pupils, it meant books 
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and business, art and science, it meant that in material things all that in- 
vention had created and discovery had simplified, were but adjuncts toa 
refined people and an intelligent nation. 

This same faith operated in things of generous mentality. A people 
circumscribed and bound could not make a great people, so every man was 
urged to think on all the great and pressing problems of life. Active 
citizenship implies interest in politics, in social questions, in financial 
movements and international affairs. “No man liveth unto himself,“ he 
is part of a mighty—a significant whole, and treason to his race only 
consists in neglecting opportunities and shirking responsibility which 
belongs to all. 

In the wonderful realm of pure religion man fully learns himself, for it 
unravels his origin, points out present duty, and reveals the future. Even 
selfish, temporal enjoyment and secular responsibilities “pale their ineffect- 
ual fires” unless they are fed by the light of inspiration and revelation, 
and for the cultivation of this and the’elucidation of principle, there are 
appliances of chapels, churches, temples, each requisite for this education 
which is equally the foundation and capstone of illuminated human nature. 

This same people have pioneered in this line of research and undying 
glory, and every divinely sanctioned auxiliary is utilized for the develop- 
ment and establishment of the life divine in man! No idler need apply 
here, this also means eternal work, physical, mental, spiritual, that 
trinity of power which will make a heaven of earth, and people it with 
intelligent and progressive sons and daughters of the living God. “It 
doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we know when He shall appear 
we shall be like Him, and shall see Him as He is!” 1 


Norrck.—It is requested that Presidents of the various missions and 
conferences will forward, to this office, their statistical report for the 
current year as soon as possible after December 31st, 1900. 


WanTED.—Mrs. Cotton desires the address of her cousin, Joseph Lapish, 
who, when last heard from, lived somewhere in Idaho. He emigrated from 
Leeds, Yorkshire, about 50 years ago; also filled a mission some 12 years 
since. Anyone knowing his present address, or that of any of his family, 
will confer a favor by sending same to Mrs. Cotton, care of W. F. Pratt, 
41, Thirkell Terrace, Spring Mill Street, Bradford.— Deseret News Daily 
and Semi- Weekly please copy. | 


CLxnks of Conferences would confer a favor by sending in reports of 
their services for publication as soon as possible after the close thereof. 


ARRIVALS.—The following Elders and visitors arrived from Zion on the 
s.s. Commonwealth, on the 22nd inst. For Great Britain—Alex. M. Faddies, 
Sterling; lsaac Wagstaff, American Fork; W. H. Nightingale, Salt Lake 
City; Hopkin B. Campbell, Providence; Thomas L. Beech, Coalville; Ralph 
T. Merrill, Smithfield; J. Howard Woodbury, Jr., Granger. For Scan- 
dinavia—J. H. Rose, Richville; J. C. L. Breinholt, Colonia Juarez; 
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Andrew Swensen, Mt. Pleasant; Daniel P. Thuesen, Provo; Ernest F. 
Jorgensen, Draper; Niels Anthon, Spanish Fork; Erik Olson, Smithfield ; 
Peter Christensen, Elsinore; Christian C. Larsen, Mayfield; Mikkel C. 
Stenhouse, Pleasant Grove; Emil Anderson, Niels C. Mortensen, Angus E. 
Berlin, Huntsville; Andrew C. Sorensen, Johan Jensen, Andrew A. Jenson, 
Salt Lake City. For Switzerland—John L. Hafen, Sugar House. For the 
Netherlands—Benjamin H. Robison, Loa; Charles P. Beus, Hooper. For 
Germany—Jesse W. Smith, Morris B. Young, Jr., Salt Lake City; Arthur 
L. Heppler, Richfield. 


APPOINTMENTS.—The newly arrived Elders for Great Britain have been 
appointed as follows:—A. M. Faddies to the Irish, I. Wagstaff to the 
Grimsby, W. H. Nightingale, to the Liverpool, H. B. Campbell to the New- 
castle, and T. L. Beech to the Sheffield Conferences respectively. 

DrivertTep.—Elders R. T. Merrill has been appointed to the Swiss, and 
J. Howard Woodbury, Jr., to the German Mission, from here. 


Elder Wm. J. Facer has been appointed to preside over the Liverpool 
Conference. The late President W. N. Hill sailed for home to-day. 


RELEASES.—Elder Samuel M. Taylor of the Sheffield Conference is honor- 
ably released to return home on the s.s. Neu England, December 20tb. 

Elders James E. Taylor and Samuel E. Henry, both of the Liverpool 
Conference are honorably released to return home same as above. 


Transrers.—Elder F. G. Clark has been transferred from the Grimsby 
to the Nottingham Conference. Elder James A. Fishburn has been trans- 
ferred from the Manchester to the Leeds Conference. 


Vistrors.—Sister Agnes J. Dahlquist, of Salt Lake, is going to Germany 
for musical education ; Elder M. B. Young will also study on the same lines 
and in the same country. Mr. Erik Peterson is also a six months visitor 
to his friends and native country—Sweden. 


Exper A. M. Fappres, from Sterling, Canada, has the honor of being 
the first from the colonies in the Dominion to take a European Mission, 
and Elder J. C. L. Breinholt comes from Colonia Juarez, Mexico, to 
mission in his native Denmark. Such are the thought suggestive items of 
the mission field, these brethren being 1,500 miles apart when home. 


ConFERENCcCE Notice.—The Semi-annual Meetings of the Bristol Con- 
ference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will be held in 
Lansdowne Hall, Lansdowne Road, Stroud, Dec. 9th prox., at 10:30 8. m., 
and at 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


From Elder Dimond’s letter dated November 19th, St. Heliers, Jersey, 
we collate the following: 
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We feel quite encouraged in our meetings, as they are nearly all in- 
vestigators who attend. Last evening our attendance was eleven, six 
grown persons and five children, all investigators. Our two Saints who 
usually attend, for some cause were not present. Our numbers we expect 
to increase as the people learn to know us. 

“Much credit is due to our landlord and landlady for the interest they 
have taken in us. They moved out of a comfortable home rather than 
turn us out, as ordered by the owner of the property. Now we are com- 
fortably esconced in a larger and better house, and situated in a better 
locality. We are also privileged to hold our Bible and class meetings in 
their best room. 

“The Elders are feeling well in their labors, and hope to go to work with 
renewed energy as soon as the weather is permissable.” 


PRESIDENT JAMES L. McMuRRIN, writing from Belfast, under date of 
20th inst., has the following to say in regard to Conferences just attended: 


“We had a fine conference in Scotland on the 11th inst., many strangers 
attended, and a good impression was made on the visitors. The mission- 
aries there are thoroughly united, and toa man sustain President Thompson. 
They have made an excellent record in out-door work, having held three 
hundred and fifty street meetings during the summer, and some baptisms 
were performed while I was in Glasgow. 

We also had an excellent conference in Belfast on November the 18th. 
There was a large attendance of strangers at each of the three meetings. 
The prospects for the future are very bright in this section of the mission. 
Seven new members were initiated into the true fold on the 19th inst. 
To-day the visitors from Newcastle and Glasgow, in company with the 
writer, had the pleasure of a ride on an Irish jaunting car, out to Cave Hill. 
This is a mountain about four miles from Belfast. The weather was 
lovely, and though the climb was laborious, the view from the summit was 
inspiring. It was an experience that will ever be cherished as a sweet 
memory by the little band that climbed the steep together. One of the 
party, an enthusiastic admirer of the beauties of nature, was moved upon 
to imitate some of Brother Penrose’s lines thus: 


Oh Ireland! dear Ireland! thou should’st be free! 
But though forced to fly, yet I'll never deny 
My devoted allegiance to thee.” 


PrEsIDENT Louis S. CaRDON gives us some interesting items from the 
Swiss Mission, dated Bern, November 20th inst.: 


“In regard to the work in this mission, I have just returned from a trip 
through it. I have visited all of the branches and Elders, and saw a great 
many of the Saints. Our mission here, as you know, is divided into 
branches, instead of conferences, and each one is presided over by one of 
the Elders laboring in that branch. In one of them, Zurich, we have kept 
three or four Elders laboring, as it is one of the best. Forty-three persons 
have been baptized there this year, and the prospects are at present very 
flattering, and we hope to see a number more before the end of the year. 
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Among those who will soon be baptized (as we expect) is a policeman, 
whose family are already members in the Church; also a minister and his 
wife, and, by the way, he is to lecture in our meeting hall on Sunday, 
November 25th inst., on “Apostacy ; or Departure from the Gospel.“ He is 
a fine man, and he and his wife seem to be very much in earnest. In the 
Basel Mission we have had; until recently, two Elders, who have baptized 
twenty persons this year, and they started a Sunday school a short time 
since, with an attendance of over thirty members. The Thun branch has 
three Elders, and they have baptized about twenty-five. The Luzern 
branch, just being opened among the Catholics, has about fourteen mem- 
bers, nine being baptized this year. In the other branches there has not 
been so many baptized, but still the Elders have labored well, and they are 
at least making many friends, and paving the way for a good harvest for 
the next year. We have had an average of twenty-five Elders in this 
mission during this year, and about balf of them have had to learn the 
language, and yet we have added 143 new members by baptism to our 
mall but prosperous mission. 

We have been laboring more systematically than in former years, and 
we are in hopes that this method will be continued. We have also, during 
the year, been doing some work in Italy, and the trial has been very satis- 
factory, although no baptisms have been performed; but there can be no 
doubt about the results. With four or six good, earnest Elders during the 
next year, many persons would be found who would accept the Gospel. 
My father has been laboring there since April, and has made many friends, 
and many have expressed a desire to accept the Gospel as soon as they 
can satisfy themselves of the truthfulness of the same. They say, how- 
ever, if they were to accept the Gospel, they would probably be left alone 
again, and they bold off on that account to some extent. We have also 
received letters during the year from persons in France, inquiring about 
the Gospel. I think we could open up the mission in both of these nations 
now to very good advantage if we had the Elders to send there, although it 
would take some time for them to learn a new tongue; but after one year 
the work could begin in earnest, as by that time the Elders would know 
the languages. These are my views after careful observation and inquiry. 
Of course we can use many Elders in Switzerland yet, but I believe we 
should extend our work into the surrounding nations. 

“Of late we have heard much about traveling without “purse and scrip.” 
Our Elders here in this mission all say they are ready for the word, and as 
soon as that comes we have no doubt as to the results, at least here in 
Switzerland. Take it all in all, everything here is moving slowly but 
nicely along.” 


LIVERPOOL CONFERENCE. 


Tne Semi-annual Meetings of the Liverpool Conference of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, convened in the Public Hall, Chorley, 
November 25th, 1900. 

There were present: Presidents Platte D. Lyman, James L. McMurrin, 
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and Henry W. Naisbitt of the European Mission; Elder G. F. Wright of 
the Liverpool office; President James M. White, Elders Joseph H. Haslam 
and Christian Christensen of the Manchester Conference; Elder L. 8. 
Pond of the Newcastle Conference; Elder Beech of the Sheffield Confer- 
ence, and President W. N. Hill with the Traveling Elders and Lady 
Missionary of the Liverpool Conference. 

10:30 a.m. Singing, “Did you think to pray.” Prayer by Elder W. J. 
Facer. Singing, “God is Love.” 

President Hill made a few introductory remarks, after which he pre- 
sented the general authorities of the Church, the Presidency of the 
European Mission, W. N. Hill as President of the Liverpool Conference, 
and the following named Elders in their respective districts: Burnley—W. 
J. Facer, Le Roy Brough, Amos H. Turner, J. Lindsay and Thos, C. Greaves; 
Gt. Harwood—Samuel Holt and J. H. Bodily ; Rawtenstall— Philip Quayle, 
Don Carlos Kimball and Annie C. Kimball; Adlington—J. E. Hatch and 
8. E. Henrie; Liverpool—L. I. Jenkins and Geo. Davis; Lancaster—J. E. 
Taylor and J. I. Dean; Blackrod—Frank Rigby and O. T. White; also the 
local Elders of the Conference who were all unanimously sustained. 

The statistical report for the past five months, ending October 31st, 1900, 
was read as follows: Missionaries from Zion—High Priests, 1 ; Seventies, 18; 
Lady Missionary, 1. Local Priesthood—Elders, 6; Priests, 6; Teachers, 7; 
Deacons, 7; members, 186; children under eight years of age, 37; total 
number of souls, exclusive of Missionaries from Zion, 249. Tracts dis- 
tributed—from door to door, 31,033; at open-air meetings and otherwise, 
2,758. Books distributed—sold, 53; loaned, 250; given away, 81. Stran- 
gers’ houses visited—with first tract only, 10,128; by first invitation, 229; 
by re-invitation, 553. Gospel conversations, 1,550. Meetings held—hall, 
166 ; cottage, 124; out-door, 93; Sunday school sessions, 100; M. I. A. classes, 
42; Bible classes, 43; Priesthood meetings, 3. Baptisms—new members, 17; 
confirmations, 17; children blessed of members, 6. Number of organized 
branches 6. New subscribers for Star, 13. 

President McMurrin spoke of the necessity of sustaining the authorities 
of the Church with our faith and prayers as well as with our uplifted hand. 

President James M. White spoke on the first principles of the Gospel. 
Elder Gorman bore his testimony to the truth of the work in which he was 
engaged. Elder Facer spoke of the goodness of God, and of the good 
spirit that was in the meeting. | 

Closed by singing, “Beautiful Zion.” Benediction by Elder J. Lindsay. 

2:30 p.m. Singing, “Ob my Father.” Prayer by Elder G. Fred. Wright. 
Singing, “What was witnessed in the heavens.” 

Elders Henrie and Pearce, and Sister Kimball bore their testimonies to 
the goodness of God, and to the truthfulness of the work in which they 
are engaged. The remaining time was occupied by President Lyman 
speaking upon the first principles of the Gospel. 

Singing, “The Spirit of God like a fire is burning.” Benediction by 
Elder Philip Quayle. 

6 p.m. Singing, Come, come ye Saints.” Prayer by Elder J. H. Bodily. 
Singing, “Now let us rejoice.” 
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President Hill thanked the people of Chorley for their kindness towards 
him, and bore a strong testimony to the truthfulness of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

President H. W. Naisbitt delivered a powerful discourse on the funda- 
mental principles of the Gospel. Conference closed by singing, “We thank 
Thee, O God, for a Prophet.” Benediction by President McMurrin. 

Priesthood Meeting was held on Monday, November 26th inst., and the 
Elders reported their labors and received valuable instructions from Presi- 
dents Lyman and McMurrin. 

Elder William J. Facer was chosen and sustained as President of the 
Liverpool Conference, to succeed President Hill, who returns home on the 
29th of the present month. The Conference was well attended and all 
had a time of rejoicing. 

| J. Lindsay, Clerk of the Conference. 


Wno Is ON THE Lorp’s Sipe?—“Sometimes a person will insult me by 
asking me which side of the temperance question lam on. Which side am 
I on? Well, you go to the drunkards, the profligates, the wife-beaters, 
the torturers of children, the tavern keepers, the makers and purveyors of 
the deadly drug, and find out whose side they are on, and then, in God’s 
nawe, put me down on the other side. Go down to that wretched hovel, 
where sits that poor mother, worse than widowed, with her worse than 
orphaned babe at her breast, her heart’s blood dripping away drop by 
drop; put your ear down close to her heart and see which side she is on, 
and then put me down on her side. 

“The imagination of man is not able to conceive any hell more foul than 
the drink-cursed slums of a densely populated English town. You who 
are shielded by the purer surroundings of your quiet homes imagine that 
we are fanatical and speak in terms of exaggeration. It is because you do 
not know what drunkenness is and we do, because we have descended into 
hell. Michael Angelo, before he painted the altar piece for the conventual 
church of Florence, bad the coffins of the newly-buried opened and placed 
beside him, that the hideous anatomy of death might be burnt into his 
soul, enabling him to reproduce it with terrible effect. In like manner 
the hideous anatomy of drink-cursed men and women is burnt into our 
minds, because again and again we have descended into hell.“ CANON 
WILBERFORCE. 


THE early history of the almanac is of great interest to the inquisitively 
inclined. The oldest copy is an Egyptian one, which was buried three 
thousand years ago with a human contemporary of Rameses the Great, 
who ruled Egypt 1,200 years before the birth of Christ. It is written on 
papyrus, and about twenty-five columns are preserved. The entries there- 
on are very curious, referring to lucky and unlucky days, as, “Do nothing 
at all on this day”; Look not on a rat on this day”; “Wash not on this 
day”; “Go not out before daylight on this day,” &c. The first printed 
almanac was published at Budapest in 1475, and twenty years afterwards 
one was issued in London. A Dr. Dee followed in 1571 with one in which 
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